Havana 

October 31. 1962 

Me. Nauta 5. Khrusnchey 

Prime Minisier of the Soviet Union 

USSR . 

Dew Comrade Khrushchev;  ᾿ 

( recewed your lene of October 30. You undecr- 

gland that we indeed wero consuhed before you 


adoptod the decisioh to withdraw “the sirategic”” 


missiles. You base yourself on the alarming news 
thal you say reached you from Cuba and, tinatiy. 
my cable of October 27. | dont know wha! news 
yOu received: | can only respond for the message 
thal | sent you the evening of Ociober 26, which 
foached you the 27th, 

What we did in the faca of the events, Com- 
rede Khrushchev, was to prepare ourselves and 
gel ready to tight. in Cuba tnore was only one 
kind of alarm, thal of battle stations. 

When in Our opinion the imperialist atlack be- 
came Imminent 1 deemed h appropriate to so 


advise you and alert both the Soviet govern-- 


meni and command — since there were Soviot 
forcas Commitied to fighl δι our sido to defend 
tne Republic of Cuba from foreign aggression 
— abou! the possibility of an atiack which we 
could nol prevent but could resist. 

I 1010 you that the morale of our people was 

_ Wory high and that ihe aggrossion would be 
heroically resisied. At the enc of ine message | 
reileraied 10 you that we awaited the events 
calmly. . , 

Danger couldn't lnpress us, for danger has been 
hanging over our country for a iong time now and 
in ὃ Conain way we have grown used 10 It. 

The Soviet troops which have been al our side 
know how admiradia tho stand of our people 
was throughout this crisis and the profound 
brothernood that was creaiad among the troops 
from δοίη peoples during the decisive hours. 
Countiess eyes of Cuban and Soviet men who 
were willing to die wilh supreme dignity shed 
(@ars upon learning sbout the surprising. sud- 
*d8N and practically unconditional Gecision to 
withdraw ine waapons. ὑ 


Perhaps you don't know the dogres 10 which - 


the Cuban people was ready to do lis duly 
foward the nation and humanny. 

! realized when | wrote them that the words 
coniained.in my letier could be misinierpreied 
by you and that was: whal happened, perhaps 
because you dian’! raad them carefully, per- 


haps because of the translation, perhaps be- ‘ 


Cause | meani to say 50 much In too few lines. 
However, | didnt hesitate to do it. Do you 
belleve, Comrade Khrushchev; thal we were sol- 
fishly thinking of oursetves, of our generous 
People willing to sacrifice themselves, and noi 
St ali In an unconscious manner bul fully as- 
Sured of the risk they san? , 

No, Comrade:Kivushohey. Few times in history, 
δηῦ ἡ Could even be said wal never defore, be- 
Cause NO people had ever faced such a tremen- 
Gous Cangor, wes ὃ people so willing to fight and 

. Gis wih such a unive/sal sense of duty. 

Wa knew, and do not presume that we ignored 
Κ, thal we would have bean annunilated, as you 
insinuala in your fetter, in the evont of nuclear 
war, However, thal dion't pfompt us to ask you 
10 withdraw the missiles, that cidn't prompt us 
10 aSk you to ylaid. Oo you believe tha! we 


wanted (hat war? But how could we prevent it it: 


the Invasion finally took place? The fact ἰὁ tnat 

Ihls event was possible, that imporialism was 
᾿ Obstructing evory solution and inal iis Gamands 

were, from our point of viow, impossibia for ine 
. USSR and Cuba to accep. 


ANG i war mad meaqne we ee ον 


with the Insano poopie who unieashed tho war? 
You yourself have said thal undor curront con. 
Gillons SUCH ἃ war would Inevitably have esca. 
laied quickly inlo & AUCctoar war. 

| understand thal once aggression is un. 
leashed, one shouldn't concede to the aggres. 
&or the privilege of deciding, moreover, whan to: 
use nucioar weapons. The dostruciive power of. 
this woaponry Is 50 great and the speed of tts 


" olivery 50 great thal Ine aggressor would have 


ἃ cConsierable inmial advantage. ' 
And | did not suggest to you! Comrade 
Knrushchey, that tho USSR should be the ag. 
gressor, bocause that would be more than in. 
correct, ἢ would be immoral ang conlemptibie 
On my pan. Bul from the instant tho imperialists 
attack Cuba end while there are Soviet armed : 
forces stalionod in Cuba to nelp in our dulense 
In case of an alluck from abroac, the Im. 
Penallsis would by this aci become aggressors 
against Cuba and agains! the USSR, and we 
would f@6pONd wilh a δίγικο that would ennih. 

late them. 

Everyone has his own opinions anc | Maintain 
mine abou the dangerousness of the aggres- 
Sive circles in ine Pentagon und their Preferunce 
1Of ἃ preventive Sinks. | did nol suggest, Com.” 
tado Khrusnchev, thai in the midst of this Crisis 
the Soviet Union should atiack, whicn is wha: 
your letier seems to Say: fathor, that following 
an imperialist attack, tho USSR should act 
wilmoul vacillation and should never make ihe 
mistake Οἱ allowing circumstances to Gevelop in 
which the enemy makes the first nucioar Siriko 
against the USSR. And in thie sense, Comrade 
Khrushchev, | maintain my point of view, because 
ι undersiand ἢ to bo a true and [USI aveluation of 
ἃ speciic situation. You may bo able to con. 
vince me that | am wrong, but you Can’ tell me 
Ina 1 am wrong without convincing me. 


' know thal this is a dolicato Issue that can only 


_ be broached in circumstances such as these 


&N0 in ἃ very personai message. 


You may wonder what right | have to broach 
Ihis topic. | do 50 without worrying about how 
{horny It Is, toflowing the dictates of my con- 
SCIENCE 85 ἃ fevolulionary duly ang inspired by 
ihe mos! unseilish sentiments of admiration and 
affection for ihe USSR, for wnat she represenis 
for the future of humanily anc by the concern 
thal sh@ should never again 60 the victim of the 
pertidy and betrayal of aggressors, as she was 
in 1941, and which Cos! 50 many kves and so 
much destruction. Moreover, | spoke not as a 
troublemaker bul as a combatant from the mosi 
endangered trenches. 


§ 60 NO see how you Can State that we were 
consulted μὴ the decision you took. 

ι would Uke nothing more than to be proved 
wrong at his momen. | only wish that you were 
tight. 

Thera are not just ἃ tew Cubans, as has been 
Feponod to you, but in fact muny Cubans who 
are oxperiencing at this momont unspeakable 
bitlerness and sadness. 

The impetialists are talking once again of In- 
vadcing our Country, which ts Prool of how 
ephemeral and untrustworthy thar promisos 
are. Our people, however, mainiuin tneir in- 
Gestructibie will 10 rosisi the aggressors and: 
Porhaps More inan evor neod to trust in thom. 
SEIVOS ANG In that will lo struggte. 

Wo will Struggio agains! adverso circumsiancos, 
‘we will Overcome tho Curron! aifficunias and we 
wil COM# Οὐ! aNead, anc nothing can Gosiroy the 
ues Οἱ {11oNOShIP ana tho orurnal Qialiude we 
[90] toward ihe USSA. 


Fratornally 


